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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Madam  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1953. 

1953  will  be  remembered  as  a  year  of  national 
rejoicing — Coronation  year — and  also  as  a  year  of  the 
great  storm.  Although  the  great  gale  of  January  31st 
did  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  Whitby  property  it  did 
remarkably  little  damage  to  Whitby  people,  and  the 
essential  services  of  gas,  water  and  electricity  were  able 
to  function  unimpaired. 

Unfortunately  for  those  living  in  a  holiday  resort 
a  great  national  festival  diverts  spare  cash  which  would 
normally  go  to  seaside  holidays  to  other  purposes,  and 
so  must  cause  anxiety  to  those  whose  business  it  is  to 
cater  for  the  seaside  holiday-maker.  The  local  holiday 
season  made  a  slow  and  late  start. 

One  expects  to  find  adverse  trading  conditions 
reflected  in  such  vital  statistics  as  : — - 

1952.  1953. 


Birth  Rate : 

Crude  .  16.9  14.2 

Corrected  .  17.5  14.8 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  1  year  10.4  24.7 

Death  Rate  : 

Crude  .  15.9  18.5 

Corrected  .  13.0  15.2 


Some  harbour  sanitary  problems  were  dealt  with  : 
a  considerable  length  of  leaking  sewer  on  the  East  Side 
was  renewed,  and  a  determined  attack  was  made  on 
an  infestation  of  rats  near  the  Dock  End. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  was  turning  its 
attention  to  future  problems,  slaughtering  facilities  and 
a  general  survey  of  the  houses  in  the  town  so  as  to  be 
well  placed  to  get  ahead  with  slum  clearance. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

B.  SCHROEDER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

District  Health  Office, 

Grape  Lane, 

Whitby. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY,  1953. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 


Population — 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate,  mid-1953  ...  11,380 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1954  .  £94,285 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — £374. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

.  80 

74 

154 

Illegitimate 

.  7 

1 

8 

Totals  . 

.  87 

75 

162 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

14.2 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  per 

1.000  estimated  popula- 

tion  . 

14.8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population, 

England  and  Wales 

15.5 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Still  Births — Legitimate  . 

.  0 

0 

0 

Illegitimate 

.  0 

0 

0 

Totals  . 

.  0 

0 

0 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  Nil 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

England  and  Wales  .  0.35 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  .  0  4  4 

Illegitimate  .  0  0  0 

Totals  .  0  4  4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 

births  .  24.7 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  live 
births,  England  and  Wales . 


26.8 


fi 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  old — 

Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  .  0  2 

Illegitimate  .  0  0 

0  2 


Total. 

2 

0 

2 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  .  94  117  211 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  18.5 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  .  15.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population, 

England  and  Wales  .  11.4 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1953. 

The  same  method  as  last  year  is  used  to  show  the 
causes  of  death. 

Even  though  there  was  an  outbreak  of  influenza, 
and  though  this  was  a  bad  year  for  measles,  the  number 
of  deaths  from  pneumonia  must  be  considered  alarming. 
It  is  the  worst  figure  for  this  disease  for  twenty  years, 
during  which  time  sulphonamides  and  antibiotics  have 


come  into  general  use.  That  these 

were 

young 

and 

potentially  valuable  lives  is  shown 

in  the  tables 

on 

pages  7  and  8. 

Male. 

Female. 

Ttl. 

Measles  . 

1 

0 

1 

Other  infectious  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

2 

3 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

2 

0 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . 

0 

3 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . 

0 

2 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 
Neoplasms  . 

7 

16 

23 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

23 

24 

47 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

18 

11 

29 

Other  heart  disease  . 

19 

36 

55 

Influenza  . 

1 

0 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

2 

8 

10 

Bronchitis  . 

4 

2 

6 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

0 

2 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

3 

0 

3 

7 


Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  4  7  11 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  .  1  0 

All  other  accidents .  1  1 

Suicide  .  2  0 


94  117  211 


TABLE  SHOWING  DEATHS  OF  MALE  PERSONS 
RESIDENT  IN  WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT,  WHO 
DIED  BEFORE  THE  AGE  OF  70  YEARS. 


No.  of 

Deaths  Total  years — 
of  males  70  minus 

Cause  of  Death.  under  70.  age  at  death. 

Measles  .  1  65 

Cancer  of  Stomach  .  1  2 

Cancer  of  Other  Sites .  5  73 

Cerebral  Thrombosis  .  3  10 


Coronary  Disease  .  10 

Myocardial  Degeneration  .  4 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  .  3 

Pneumonia  .  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 
System  .  4 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  2 

Nephritis  .  3 

Accidents  .  1 


86 

36 

64 

50 

50 

38 

34 

42 


38  550 


Totals 


H  csl  CS1 
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TABLE  SHOWING  DEATHS  OF  FEMALE  PERSONS 
RESIDENT  IN  WHITBY  RURAL  DISTRICT,  WHO 
DIED  BEFORE  THE  AGE  OF  70  YEARS. 

No.  of 

Deaths  Total  years — 
of  females  70  minus 


Cause  of  Death.  under  70.  age  at  death. 

Cancer  of  Breast  . 2  29 

Cancer  of  Uterus  .  1  36 

Cancer  of  Other  Sites  . . ’ .  5  71 

Leukaemia  .  2  16 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .  6  56 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  ...  2  53 

Coronary  Disease  .  4  22 

Myocardial  Degeneration  .  3  35 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  3  115 

Pneumonia  .  5  335 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System  .  2  69 

Nephritis  .  2  49 

Accidents  .  1  22 


Totals  .  38  908 


RESULTS  OF  WATER  SAMPLES. 

During  the  year  38  water  samples  were  taken,  27 
of  which  were  Class  L,  6  in  Class  II.  (both  these  classes 
usually  being  regarded  as  satisfactory),  4  in  Class  III. 
(doubtful),  and  1  in  Class  IV. 

The  samples  falling  in  Classes  III.  and  IV.  were 
found  to  be  due  to  local  causes,  which  were  speedily 
put  right. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 

Infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  follows  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  .  7 

Whooping  Cough  .  42 

Measles  . .  287 

Pneumonia  .  10 

Erysipelas  .  2 

Malaria  .7 .  1 
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AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 

DURING  1953, 

Number.  Tonnage. 


Foreign  motor  vessels  .  1  ...  152 

Coastwise  motor  vessels .  2  ...  154 


3  ...  306 


None  of  the  above  ships  required  inspection  by  me. 

TUBERCULOSIS,  1953. 

During  the  year  4  males  and  5  females  were  notified 
as  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  2  females  as 
cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

No  death  was  recorded  during  the  year. 

It  seems  a  pity  that  so  few  of  the  14  new  cases 
(Urban  and  Rural)  had  availed  themselves  of  the  Mass 
X-ray  in  a  disease  when  early  recognition  can  make 
all  the  difference  between,  on  the  one  hand,  recovery 
and  a  long  life  and  the  other  hand,  invalidism  and  early 
death. 


MASS  RADIOGRAPHY. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Whitby  from  the 
5th — 15th  June,  1953.  The  figures  include  people  from 
the  Rural  District  : — 


Tuberculosis. 

Attendances.  Ref.  Chest  Clinic  as: —  Other  Abnormalities. 

Miniature  Clinical  In-  Own  Chest 

Films.  Exams.  Active.  active.  Dr.  Clinic.  G.P. 

692  8  1  1  1  3  2 

REVIEW  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1931  1953. 

Because  of  the  small  population  of  the  town  it  is 
not  easy  to  find  the  trend  of  any  disease  except  by 
studying  records  covering  many  years,  and  a  review 
of  tuberculosis  commencing  with  the  year  1931,  when 
a  new  Register  was  opened,  is  therefore  included  in 
this  Annual  Report. 
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TABLE  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFICATIONS  1931-53. 

Pulmonary  Meningeal  Non-Pulmonary 
211  13  141 

In  any  study  such  as  this,  of  an  infective  disease, 
there  will  usually  be  found  a  series  of  apparently 
isolated  cases  occurring  at  fairly  regular  intervals 
scattered  throughout  the  town  and  without  obvious 
connection  with  other  cases.  Besides  these  there  are 
a  series  of  small  outbreaks  or  epidemics  in  which  the 
mere  geographical  relationship  implies  a  close  con¬ 
nection.  Six  of  these  local  outbreaks  are  included  in 
the  table  given  below  : — 

CENTRE  OF  OUTBREAK. 

1931  -  2 — Market  Place. 

1933  -  4 — Havelock  Place. 

1937  -8 — (1)  Grape  Lane.  (2)  Abbot’s  Road. 

1941  -  2 — The  Crag. 

1948-50 — Helredale  (Non-Pulmonary,  milk-borne). 

Some  of  the  above  outbreaks  are  themselves 
connected  together.  The  sporadic  cases  from  the 
Market  Place  outbreak  showed  a  tendency  to  group, 
moving  towards  Grape  Bane  with  a  sudden  rush  of 
notifications  from  there  2 — 3  years  after  the  first 
notification  in  1935,  another  Abbot’s  Road  outbreak  is 
obviously  likely  to  be  associated  with  the  removal  from 
these  heavily  infected  areas  during  the  process  of  slum 
clearance. 

The  outbreak  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in 
the  Helredale  Housing  Estate  deserves  special  mention, 
as  it  was  undoubtedly  an  unwelcome  legacy  from  the 
drinking  of  ungraded,  unpasteurised  milk. 

Below  is  given  a  table  in  which  three  areas  of  the 
East  Side  of  Whitby,  in  which  there  has  been  a  great 
change  in  housing  during  the  period  under  review  are 
compared  with  an  area  on  the  West  Side  of  Whitby, 
bounded  by  the  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Meadowfields, 
Airy  Hill  and  Boghall,  in  which  there  has  been  little 
change  in  the  houses.  One  can  see  in  these  tables  how 
in  the  first  stages  of  slum  clearance  the  people  moved 
brought  their  tuberculosis  with  them  to  the  housing 
estates,  but  then  the  better  living  conditions  overcame 
the  infection,  and  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  over  the 
whole  of  this  area  dropped.  As  compared  with  this, 
where  the  housing  conditions  remained  very  much  the 
same,  so  has  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis. 
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In  addition  to  this  it  will  be  seen  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  table  how  poor  the  prospects  of  life  were  of  those 
who  developed  tuberculosis  in  the  narrows  yards  of 
Church  Street.  If  a  case  of  tuberculosis  arose  in  one 
of  these  yards,  that  yard  did  indeed  become  a  death 
trap. 
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In  comparing  the  prospect  of  life  of  those  develop¬ 
ing  Tuberculosis  as  between  one  group  and  another,  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  second  period  the  Council  has  had  the  resources 
effectively  to  operate  a  programme  of  rehousing 
tuberculous  people  in  conjunction  with  its  general 
housing  schemes. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  Hospitals  in  Whitby  are  administered  by  the 
Scarborough,  Bridlington,  Malton  and  Whitby  Group 
Hospital  Management  Committee  : — 

( 1 )  WAR  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  an  Outpatient  Depart¬ 
ment. 

(2)  ST.  HILDA’S  HOSPITAL. 

Specially  equipped  for  the  care  of  the  aged  sick. 

(3)  ESKDALE  HOSPITAL. 

A  General  Hospital  with  a  Maternity  Ward. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

When  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital 
treatment  are  notified,  arrangements  are  made  by 
telephone  with  either  Scarborough  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  or  Guisborough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Special  arrangements  are  made  for  cases  of 
poliomyelitis,  which  are  usually  admitted  to  Yearsley 
Bridge  Hospital,  York. 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE 
AREA  BY  THE  NORTH  RIDING  COUNTY 

COUNCIL. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  the  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  are  held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby,  each  week,  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons,  respectively. 

When  required,  patients  attending  these  Clinics 
may  be  referred  to  the  following  special  clinics,  also 
held  at  Grape  Lane,  Whitby  : — - 
Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic 
Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Eye  Clinic 
Dental  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy  Clinic, 
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Midwifery. 

The  Whitby  Urban  District  is  served  by  one 
domiciliary  midwife  : — 

Nurse  W.  Bretherick,  10b,  Well  Close  Square.  Tel. 
No.  Whitby  963. 

She  is  relieved  by  Nurse  L.  Sanders,  14,  Middle- 
wood  Close,  Fylingthorpe.  Tel.  No.  :  Robin  Hood’s  Bay 
367. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  is  available  to  any  patient 
who  desires  it. 

Health  Visiting. 

There  are  two  Health  Visitors  for  this  district,  and 
their  first  duty  is  the  visiting  of  homes  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  advice  as  to  the  care  of  young  children.  It 
is  their  duty  to  visit  every  home  where  there  is  a  child 
below  school  age,  so  that  the  mother  may  be  encouraged 
to  discuss  even  the  most  trivial  worry  with  the  Health 
Visitor,  who  may  then  reassure  her  or  get  her  to  seek 
expert  advice. 

In  addition  they  visit  and  advise  expectant  or 
nursing  mothers,  persons  suffering  from  illness, 
including  tuberculosis,  and  aged  persons. 

Home  Nursing. 

When  called  for  by  the  family  doctor,  the  District 
Nurse  will  attend  persons  who  require  nursing  in  their 
own  homes.  'Until  her  retirement  in  August,  1954, 
Nurse  S.  E.  M.  Toy  performed  this  service,  and  she  has 
been  succeeded  by  Nurse  W.  Bretherick,  who  also  acts 
as  District  Midwife. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  are  undertaken  by 
the  family  doctors.  Others  who  find  it  inconvenient  to 
attend  their  own  doctor’s  surgery  come  to  the  Clinic, 
Grape  Lane,  Friday  morning  at  11  a.m. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  numbers  dealt 
with  in  the  combined  area,  Whitby  Urban  and  Rural 
districts  were  as  follows  : — 


Immunisations. 

Primary 

Vaccina¬ 

Re- 

Vaccina¬ 

Primary. 

Refresher. 

tions. 

tions. 

Under  5  years  184 

3 

173 

15 

5 — 14  years  ...  42 

40 

6 

9 

Over  15  years  ...  0 

0 

8 

36 

15 


The  total  numbers  of  children  immunised  at  any 
time  up  to  the  31st  December,  1953,  were  as  follows  : — 


Under  5  years  .  693 

5 — 14  years  .  2,837 


At  a  time  when  most  areas  are  having  trouble  with 
their  immunisation  work,  it  is  gratifying  that  the 
figures  here  are  improving. 

Ambulance  Service. 

One  ambulance  and  two  utilecons  are  stationed  at 
Whitby  Ambulance  Station,  which  was  opened  by  the 
North  Riding  County  Council  on  the  4th  January,  1953. 

Members  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  have 
continued  to  assist  on  a  voluntary  basis. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  County  Station  the  use  of 
the  Hospital  Car  Service  has  been  reduced,  but  some  of 
the  sitting  cases  were  conveyed  by  the  Hospital  Car 
Service  during  the  year,  and  once  again  this  was 
organised  most  capably  by  Miss  E.  F.  Bruce. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

Helps  are  provided  when  necessary,  and  11  cases 
in  the  Urban  District  received  assistance  during  1953. 

Payment  for  the  service  of  a  domestic  help  depends 
on  income,  and  necessary  expenses,  and  varies  from  a 
possible  full  rate  of  3s.  3d.  an  hour  to  a  free  service. 

Mental  Health  Services. 

The  Mental  Health  Services  are  administered  direct 
by  the  County  Council.  The  duly  Authorised  Officer 
is  Mr.  T.  R.  Groves,  District  Welfare  Office,  Grape  Lane, 
Whitby. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

An  active  Voluntary  Care  Committee  serves  the 
needs  of  the  area,  its  chief  functions  being  to  provide 
extra  nourishment,  clothing,  bedding,  medical  comforts, 
nursing  equipment,  etc.,  and  to  do  everything  possible 
for  the  welfare  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
and  other  illnesses. 

Enquiries  and  requests  for  assistance  may  be  made 
to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Whitby  and  District  Voluntary 
Care  Committee,  Mr.  K.  Birdsall,  District  Health  Office, 
Grape  Lane,  Whitby.  Tel.  No.  Whitby  520. 
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The  Public  Health  Department, 
The  Council  Offices, 

St.  Hilda’s  Terrace, 
Whitby. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
WHITBY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Madam  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Seventh  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year 
1953. 

Mr.  Sidebottom  commenced  duties  on  March  2nd 
and  his  assistance  has  been  invaluable  throughout  what 
has  been  a  very  busy  year. 

Emphasis  has  been  on  Housing  and  Food  Hygiene, 
with  special  efforts  directed  to  the  completion  of  sewer 
swabbing  in  connection  with  the  1952  outbreak  of 
Para-typhoid.  The  great  storm  of  January  31st  and  the 
consequent  distress  caused  by  flooding  brought  with  it 
the  alleviation  of  this  distress,  and  claims  for  flood 
damaged  goods  and  chatties  were  dealt  with  in  the 
Department. 

Housing,  I  think,  constitutes  one  of  the  Council’s 
most  important  functions,  if  not  the  most  important,  and 
1953  has  seen  a  marked  improvement  in  the  supply  of 
houses  for  general  need.  So  much  is  this  apparent 
that,  on  the  instructions  of  the  Council,  a  survey  is  now 
being  undertaken  with  a  view  to  preparing  a  pro¬ 
gramme  of  Clearance  of  Unfit  Houses.  Such  a 
programme  if  embarked  upon  with  vigour,  is  bound  to 
bring  adverse  comment  from  many  people  and  organ¬ 
isations,  who  will  complain  of  the  desecration  of  one 
of  Whitby’s  many  beauty  assets,  “  the  Red  Roofs  of 
Whitby.”  Whilst  I  have  some  sympathy  with  this  type 
of  complaint,  as  a  Sanitarian,  I  take  serious  exception 
to  people  being  compelled  through  lack  of  other  better 
and  more  suitable  accommodation,  to  live  in  these 
houses,  which  are  in  the  main  dark  and  damp  and  have 
served  their  purpose  as  useful  houses.  Surely  it  is  not 
beyond  the  skill  of  present-day  administrators  to 
approach  this  problem  with  vision  and,  wherever 
possible,  rebuild  on  cleared  sites,  houses  of  a  suitable 
design  but  with  modern  amenities,  and  so  when  the 
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Clearance  and  Rebuilding  Programme  is  completed 
there  will  stand  a  monument  to  the  modern  Elizabethan 
age. 

Bills  to  amend  Food  and  Housing  Laws  are  before 
Parliament  at  the  present  time  and  it  is  to  be  fervently 
hoped  that  when  they  become  law  they  will  be 
adminstered  to  their  fullest  extent  and  so  help  raise  the 
standard  of  living. 

I  fear  I  have  gone  on  at  great  length  in  these 
introductory  remarks,  but  I  make  no  apologies,  as  I 
believe  1954  will  be  a  turning  point  for  the  better, 
particularly  in  regard  to  Housing. 

To  conclude,  may  I  again  offer  my  most  sincere 
thanks  to  the  Council  and  members  of  the  Staff,  who 
at  all  times  have  afforded  me  that  help  and  active 
co-operation  which  is  so  necessary  for  one  to  carry  out 
his  duties  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

I  am,  Madam  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

H.  EATOUGH, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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STATISTICAL  RECORD  OF  WORK. 

Number  of  Complaints  Received  .  146 

Number  of  Nuisances  Found  .  114 

Number  of  Nuisances  Remedied  .  87 

Number  of  Nuisances  Outstanding  at  31st  Dec., 

1953  .  27 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  .  114 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  .  8 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS,  1953. 

Para-Typhoid  Outbreak  .  181 

Nuisances — Visits  and  Re-Visits .  351 

Housing — Allocation  .  50 

Assessment  .  790 

General  .  56 

Inspection  and  Recording  .  12 

Clearance  Survey  .  393 

Drains  and  Sewers — Examined  .  105 

Choked  or  Defective  .  14 

Tested  .  54 

Smoke  Nuisances — General  .  7 

Observations  .  18 

Food — Premises  .  157 

Unsound  . ! .  53 

Poisoning  Cases  .  7 

Samples  .  14 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal — Plant  .  15 

Depot  .  20 

Tip  .  13 

Public  Conveniences  .  68 

Rodent  Control  .  101 

Storm  Damage  . 327 

Vermin  . 17 

Fumigations  .  11 

Camp  Sites  .  12 

Factories  .  81 

Theatres  and  Cinemas  .  5 

Shops  Act  .  2 

Petroleum  Regulations  .  2 

Infectious  Diseases  Enquiries  .  6 

Bathing  Pool  .  1 

Aged  Persons .  5 

Miscellaneous  .  42 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  and  distribution  of  Water  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Whitby  Waterworks  Company,  who  have 
during  the  year  carried  out  their  duties  very  efficiently. 
At  no  time  was  it  found  necessary  to  curtail  or  restrict 
supplies,  and  regular  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examinations  ensure  that  a  good  standard  of  purity  is 
maintained.  The  results  of  samples  taken  will  be 
found  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

From  figures  supplied  by  the  Company  it  is  shown 
that  there  are  some  5,853  premises  on  the  Public  Supply, 
and  no  known  premises  on  private  supply. 

Some  178,618,000  gallons  of  water  were  distributed, 
135,864,000  gallons  for  domestic  purposes,  and  42,754,000 
for  trade  purposes. 

No  action  has  been  taken  to  abolish  the  several 
stand  pipes  serving  domestic  premises,  it  being  felt 
that  it  was  needless  expenditure,  as  the  length  of  life 
of  these  old  houses  could  not  be  very  great,  due  to  the 
rapid  strides  made  in  building  new  houses  during  the 
past  two  years. 

SEWERS  AND  DRAINS. 

The  entire  town,  with  very  little  exception,  is 
supplied  with  a  piped  sewerage  system,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  some  attempt  to  supply  the  needs 
of  the  unsewered  area  is  to  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

During  the  past  two  years,  by  reason  of  systematic 
sewer  swabbing  and  baiting  for  rats,  it  has  been 
possible  to  obtain  some  idea  of  the  condition  of  the 
town’s  principal  sewers,  and  one  cannot  help  thinking 
that  before  long,  particular  attention  will  have  to  be 
paid  to  their  adequacy.  The  number  of  houses  is 
rapidly  increasing,  all  with  modern  amenities  and  all 
using  water  which  has  to  be  disposed  of,  and  when  it 
is  realised  that  the  amount  of  water  distributed  by  the 
Water  Company  in  1934  was  136,822,000  gallons,  and  in 
1953  is  178,618,000  gallons,  plus  the  additional  roof  and 
road  areas  to  be  drained  of  surface  water,  there  is 
ample  food  for  thought. 

The  disposal  of  the  majority  of  sewage  is  direct  to 
sea  and  gives  rise  to  no  nuisance. 

There  are  5,166  water  closets  and  35  pail  closets, 
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10  of  which  are  not  within  reasonable  distance  of  a 
sewer,  and  the  remainder  serving  property  the  life  of 
which  is  not  considered  long  enough  to  warrant  the 
expenditure  of  conversion.  Five  additional  water 
closets  have  been  provided  for  old  property,  and  135 
water  closets  provided  in  new  buildings. 

Extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  have  been  made 
at  White  Leys  for  the  new  housing  estate  and  repairs 
carried  out  to  the  harbourside  sewer. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  is  no  known  pollution  of  the  Esk  in  non-tidal 
waters,  but  crude  sewage  is  discharged  into  tidal  waters 
just  below  Ruswarp  Dam.  This  inevitably  gives  rise 
to  nuisance,  especially  at  low  tides  and  during  dry 
weather,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  will 
regard  this  as  an  urgent  matter. 

Leakage  of  sewage  from  sewers  and  drains  occurs 
at  many  places  on  the  harbour  sides,  and  some  atten¬ 
tion  has  been  given  to  this  by  the  Department  over  the 
past  year.  It  is,  however,  not  a  simple  matter  to  trace 
these  leaks,  and  it  is  hoped  to  give  further  time  to  this 
work  in  the  coming  year. 

SHOPS. 

The  majority  of  work  done  under  this  heading  has 
been  in  relation  to  food  shops.  In  one  instance  new 
sanitary  accommodation  has  been  provided. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

No  continuous  camping  took  place  on  the  Urban 
side  of  the  Glen  Esk  site  and  no  licence  has  been  issued 
for  the  past  two  years.  Chain  Bridge  has  only  facilities 
for  6  vans,  and  the  necessary  accommodation  is  avail¬ 
able.  This  is  a  well-conducted  site.  Airy  Hill,  where 
the  licence  is  for  26  vans,  was  overcrowded  during  the 
summer,  and  a  warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  site 
owner.  This  site  is  well  equipped  with  accommodation, 
and  but  for  the  instance  of  overcrowding  was  well  run. 
Stoupe  Cross  has  now  become  an  established  site,  and 
the  owner  has  been  informed  he  must  comply  with  the 
regulations  before  the  start  of  the  1954  season.  I  make 
no  apologies  for  again  repeating  that  there  is  an 
undoubted  demand  for  more  facilities  for  Camping 
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within  the  Urban  area,  and  I  feel  the  Council  should 
interest  themselves  in  this  matter  with  a  view  to 
satisfying  this  need.  Many  local  authorities  are 
themselves  providing  sites  and  are  finding  that  in 
addition  to  supplying  a  demand  the  ventures  are 
proving  profitable. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


There  are  no  Offensive  Trades  registered  within  the 
Area. 


SWIMMING  BATHS. 


The  one  open-air  swimming  bath  at  Happy  Valley 
was  not  used  to  capacity  due  to  the  adverse  weather 
conditions.  Regular  tests  by  the  Lovibond  Comparator 
proved  efficient  Chlorination  each  time.  There  were 
no  complaints  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  Area  is  well  served  in  this  direction  with  14 
separate  conveniences,  all  well  placed,  and  in  the  more 
frequented  parts  of  the  town  a  public  convenience  is 
available  within  400  yards  of  any  point. 

The  accommodation  is  listed  below  : — 


Convenience. 

MALES. 

Wash- 

W.C’s  Urinals,  basins. 

FEMALES.. 

Wash- 
W.C.’s  basins. 

New  Quay  Road  .... 

....  11 

23  15 

12 

9 

Khyber  Pass  . 

....  9 

10  7 

10 

4 

Coffee  House  End  . . . 

...  2 

6  1 

4 

1 

Skinner  Street  . 

....  2 

3  0 

2 

0 

North  Promenade  .. 

....  2 

3  0 

3 

2 

Upgang  Lane  . 

....  2 

4  0 

4 

2 

Sports  Ground  . 

....  2 

6  1 

4 

1 

Crescent  Avenue  ... 

....  1 

2  0 

2 

0 

Spital  Bridge  . 

....  1 

2  1 

2 

1 

Abbey  Plain  . 

....  1 

2  1 

2 

1 

Church  Street  . 

....  0 

4  0 

0 

0 

Market  Place  . 

....  2 

5  0 

4 

0 

Foreshore  . 

....  2 

9  2 

6 

2 

Ruswarp  . 

....  1 

3  0 

2 

0 

The  free  hand  washing 

facilities  available 

an  7 

conveniences  is  of  great  help  in  food  hygiene  for  out¬ 
side  workers,  and  this  is  a  facility  which  could  well  be 
extended. 

The  towel  washing  has  again  run  successfully. 
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FACTORIES. 

Concentrated  effort  was  put  into  Factories’ 
Inspections  during  the  year,  and  some  81  inspections 
were  made.  Several  improvements  were  brought 
about,  but  in  this  work  difficulty  abounds  due  to  the 
composite  premises  which  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Considerable  time  was  spent  on  this  work  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  year  when  some  18  observations  were 
taken,  mainly  on  one  chimney,  which  gave  rise  to 
complaint.  The  first  two  observations  showed  a 
nuisance  being  committed,  and  official  notification  was 
made  to  the  factory  owner  ;  further  observations 
showed  considerable  improvement. 

Invaluable  help  was  given  by  the  Engineers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power,  who  made  several  visits 
and  gave  advice  on  the  problem. 

VERMIN  INFESTATION. 

The  several  new  insecticides  now  available  are  of 
great  assistance  in  the  control  and  eventual  eradication 
of  insect  pests. 

On  no  occasion  were  bed  bugs  encountered. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  part-time  operator  engaged  on  this  work  dealt 
with  some  60  infestations  of  either  rats  or  mice,  which 
involved  235  visits.  These  infestations  are  only 
discovered  by  complaint,  and  I  feel  there  is  some  scope 
for  routine  inspections,  which  I  am  sure  would  lead  to 
the  discovery  of  many  more  infestations.  Unfortun¬ 
ately  the  operator  is  only  part-time,  and  has  insufficient 
spare  time  to  carry  out  such  routine  work. 

The  district  is  kept  fairly  clear  of  rats,  but  mice 
appear  to  be  quite  prevalent.  Free  service  is  given  to 
all  domestic  premises,  and  whilst  good  use  is  made  of 
the  service,  I  believe  much  more  could  be  done, 
particularly  in  regard  to  mice. 

The  continued  use  of  Warfarin  compounds  has 
again  proved  worth  while. 
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HOUSING. 

Twenty  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enter¬ 
prise  and  65  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year. 

Twelve  houses  have  been  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations. 

Good  progress  is  being  maintained  on  the  Mount 
Estate,  and  completion  should  take  place  in  early  1954. 
Roads  and  sewers  are  well  on  the  way  at  White  Leys 
and  a  start  made  to  erect  56  Unity  Type  Two-Bedroom 
Houses.  These,  together  with  the  22  two-bedroom 
types  on  the  Mount,  will  go  a  long  way  in  satisfying  the 
demand  for  this  size  of  house,  none  of  which  have  been 
erected  since  1945. 

A  start  has  been  made  late  in  the  year  on  a  rough 
survey  to  assist  in  formulating  a  Clearance  Programme 
of  Unfit  Houses. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for 
the  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Household  Refuse  during 
1953. 

The  cost  of  these  services  is  estimated  at  £6,656  for 
the  Financial  Year,  1953-54. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-six  loads  of  Household 
Refuse  from  the  Whitby  Rural  District  Council  were 
disposed  of  in  the  Disposal  Plant  and  387  loads  of  Trade 
Refuse  were  brought  into  the  Plant.  2,668  loads  of 
Household  Refuse  were  collected  and  disposed  of  from 
the  Urban  Area. 


SALVAGE. 


The  uprisings 

and  : 

sales  for  the 

year 

1953  were 

as 

follows  : — 

T. 

C. 

Weight. 
Q.  St. 

Lbs. 

Value. 

£  s.  d. 

Screenings  . 

.  836 

10 

0 

0 

0 

130  8 

9 

Clinker  . 

.  364 

0 

0 

0 

0 

57  1 

9 

Paper  . 

.  51 

15 

1 

0 

0 

419  13 

0 

Baled  Tins  . 

.  121 

6 

0 

0 

0 

576  3 

4 

Cullet  Glass  . 

.  28 

7 

2 

0 

0 

92  4 

4 

Cinders  . 

.  93 

17 

0 

0 

0 

77  11 

6 

Bones  . 

.  11 

12 

2 

1 

0 

116  5 

4 

Kitchen  Waste  .... 

.  33 

8 

2 

1 

0 

126  0 

7 

Scrap  Metal  . 

.  26 

19 

1 

0 

0 

107  15 

9 

Bottles  and  Jars  .. 

i  • 

851r 

gross 

27  3 

5 

26 


Textiles 

Non-Ferrous 


2  6  0  1  7 


47  6  3 


Miscellaneous 


Metals  ...  0  8  3  0  13 


27  15  2 
2  3  0 


1,570  11  1  0  6  £1,807  12  2 


Paper,  which  brings  in  the  highest  income,  apart 
from  tins,  was  in  fairly  steady  demand,  and  remained  at 
contract  price  of  £8  per  ton. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

SUPPLIES. 

MILK. 

Routine  sampling  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  has 
not  been  undertaken  during  the  year,  it  being  felt  that 
this  work  is  now  becoming  less  important  as  the  great 
majority  of  milk  is  bottled  and  ample  check  is  kept  at 
bottling  establishments. 

Sampling  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  is  felt 
to  be  more  important,  though  adequate  facilities  do  not 
yet  exist  for  this  type  of  work. 


MEAT. 


The  supply  of  this  commodity  is  still  under  control 
and  fresh  and  frozen  meat  comes  from  Scarborough 
and  Middlesbrough.  There  is  hope  for  improvement 
in  this  direction  however,  as  at  the  close  of  the  year 
we  hear  that  control  is  to  end  during  1954. 


ICE-CREAM. 


The  three  manufacturing  premises  were  kept  under 
observation,  and  a  very  high  standard  of  hygiene  is 
practised. 

The  majority  of  ice-cream  is  now  sold  pre-packed, 
and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  in  no  instance  during 
the  year  was  the  practice  of  unwrapping  2  oz.  blocks 
and  placing  between  wafers  noted. 

It  would  seem  that  in  achieving  an  ideal  in  pre¬ 
packed  ice-cream  an  increase  in  litter  occurs. 

The  trade  in  ice  lollies  continues  and,  being  cheaper 
than  ice-cream,  flourishes.  In  all  instances  these  lollies 
are  wrapped  in  a  protective  covering  which  again  adds 
to  litter. 
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OTHER  FOODS. 

Close  watch  is  kept  on  all  food  preparing  premises 
and  157  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

Further  improvements  to  premises  have  given 
worthwhile  results,  though  it  is  only  by  education  that 
the  personal  hygienic  habits  of  food  handlers  can  be 
improved.  This  latter  is  a  very  difficult  problem 
because  of  the  large  number  of  seasonal  employees,  and 
the  short  season. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  following  articles  of  food  were  condemned  by 
the  Department  during  1953  : — - 

Meat. 

HOME  KILLED. 

Pork  .  47  lbs. 

IMPORTED 

Beef  .  65  lbs* 

Lamb  Livers  .  20  lbs. 

Pork  .  1H  lbs* 

Flanks,  Steakbone  and  Trimmings  .  126  lbs. 

Canned  Meats. 

Ham  . 26  cans 

Pork  .  14  cans 

Veal  .  21  cans 

Pork  Sausages .  7  cans 

Irish  Stew .  1  can 

Boneless  Chicken  .  1  can 

Tongue  . 2  cans 

Brisket  Beef  .  1  can 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  . 28  cans 

Minced  Beef  Loaf  .  6  cans 

Steak  .  25  cans 

Pork  Kidneys  .  1  can 

Corned  Beef .  7  cans 

Ox  Tongue  .  4  cans 

Braised  Ox  Liver . 1  can 
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Miscellaneous. 


Bacon .  22  lbs. 

Canned  Ham  .  29  lbs. 


Fish. 

.  4  cans 

.  9  cans 

.  4  cans 

.  1  can 

Dne  Box,  Nine  Tins  and  151  lbs. 

Vegetables. 

.  36  cans 

.  7  cans 

.  60  cans 

.  3  cans 

.  1  can 

.  6  cans 

.  5  cans 

1  can 

.  3  cans 

Fruit. 


Grapes  .  5  cans 

Pineapples  .  5  cans 

Bilberries  . 8  cans 

Pears  .  3  cans 

Peaches  .  17  cans 

Cherries  .  206  cans 

Pear  Pulp  . .  4  cans 

Grapefruit  Juice  .  1  can 

Prunes  .  2  cans 

Strawberries  . 2  cans 

Plums  .  63  cans 

Apricots  .  6  cans 

Apples  .  1  can 

Greengages  . 6  cans 

Grapefruit  Segments  .  7  cans 

Miscellaneous. 

Blackcurrant  Jam  .  1  lb. 

Cream  .  2  cans 

Split  Peas .  1  bag 

Tea  .  3  lbs. 

Greengage  Jam  .  6  lbs. 

Milk  .  78  cans 

Sandwich  Spread  .  1  jar 

Sausage  Rusk  .  60  lbs. 

Sheep  Casings  .  9  bundles 

Strawberry  and  Gooseberry  Jam  .  4  lbs. 


Sardines  . 

Pilchards 

Salmon  . 

Rock  Lobster 
Prawns  . 

Peas  . 

Beans  . 

Tomatoes 
Red  Cabbage  . 

Celery  . 

Carrots  . 

Tomato  Soup  . 

Rhubarb  . 

Mixed  Pickles 


